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Inclusive and Resilient Food Systems Take
Centre Stage at India AI Impact Summit 2026

Data, Digital Infrastructure and Global Cooperation Seen as
Keys to Climate-Resilient Agriculture

Experts Call for Transparent, Interoperable AI to Bridge Food
Access and Distribution Gaps

From Pilot Projects to Scalable Solutions: Industry and
Governments Urged to Drive Commercialisation
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The session “AI for Inclusive and Resilient Agricultural Food Systems” at the India AI Impact Summit
2026 focused on how artificial intelligence can address one of the most persistent global challenges
which is the gap between food production, distribution and access. Deliberations examined the role of
data, digital infrastructure and cross-border cooperation in enabling climate-resilient agriculture,
strengthening supply chains and ensuring that farmers are fully integrated into emerging digital
ecosystems.
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Speakers highlighted that the real opportunity lies not only in higher yields, but in building intelligent,
connected food systems that can respond in real time to demand, reduce wastage and improve market
access. Achieving this, they noted, will require interoperable data governance, transparent AI systems,
and clear pathways for innovation to move from pilots to large-scale deployment with the participation of
industry, governments and multilateral institutions.

Ambassador of the Netherlands to India, Harry Verweij, highlighted the strategic importance of AI-
enabled agriculture for both sustainability and national resilience. Noting the rapid pace of digital
adoption in the sector, he said it offers “clear opportunities to increase productivity and the sustainability
of global food production, improve nature conservation, and foster climate resilience in an inclusive
way,” adding that these advances ultimately contribute to “the autonomy and stability of nations.”

Dejan Jakovljević, Chief Information Officer and Director, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
warned that digital exclusion now directly translates into economic and social exclusion. Observing that
participation in digital systems has become unavoidable, he said that if farmers or communities are left
out, “they are effectively excluded from every ecosystem,” adding that the rise of AI makes it imperative
to ensure “equal opportunity within our digital ecosystems.”

Distinguished Fellow, NITI Frontier Hub, Debjani Ghosh, drew attention to the structural imbalance in
global food distribution, noting that while the world produces enough to feed its population, gaps in
access and logistics continue to drive both hunger and wastage. Emphasising the need for industry-led
scale, she said the priority is to clearly define problem statements and create “a clear route to market and
commercialization,” advocating dedicated Centres of Excellence and innovation hubs to solve these
complex challenges.

Sara Rendtorff Smith from Applied Research Lead for Data-driven Governance and AI Policy,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, underscored the importance of transparency and interoperable
governance frameworks for scaling AI across global food supply chains. Pointing to the complexity
created by fragmented regulatory systems, she said that “farmers and regulators need transparency in
how AI systems make their decisions,” and stressed that stronger interoperability is essential for enabling
trade traceability and resilient cross-border agricultural networks.

The session also highlighted that AI-driven agricultural systems can move beyond productivity gains to
enable climate-resilient farming, intelligent supply chains and inclusive market access. By linking digital
infrastructure with transparent governance, private-sector innovation and international cooperation,
speakers emphasised that AI can help build food systems that are not only more efficient, but also more
equitable and resilient.
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